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of two soldiers, two boys, an old man of eighty, and a number of 
women and children, and defends a fortified place against a force of 
forty or. fifty Indians for a week. It is in these tales of heroism, and 
of such devotion to a cause, as is furnished by the career of La Salle, 
that are the most precious heirlooms that have been handed down in the 
annals of New France. The wars, the intrigues, the ghastly massacres, 
the struggle for power, left nothing behind them but impotence and de- 
struction. But the beautiful instances of courage and of self-sacrifice 
remain as brilliant proofs of the noble qualities of the race and country 
that produced them. 



7. — The Roman Poets of the Augustan Age. Virgil. By W. Y. Sellar, 
M. A. Oxford : At the Clarendon Press. 1877. 8vo. pp. xx, 413. 

This itude, as it would be called in French, was written, the author 
informs us in his Preface, in continuation of one which appeared some 
years ago on the Roman Poets of the Republic ; a work of which we 
are glad to hear a new edition is to be brought out. Another volume 
is to be added, which will treat of Horace and the elegiac poets. The 
present volume is divided into several parts, — a general introduction 
on the Augustan age ; a chapter on Virgil's place in Roman literature ; 
another on the life and personal characteristics of Virgil ; and several 
more on the Virgilian poems themselves. The book is a literary 
masterpiece. It is difficult to say whether the historical and biograph- 
ical or the critical portions are best ; but in reading it we have found 
particular pleasure in the latter. The portion of the work devoted 
to an examination of the " Conception and Delineation of Character in 
the Mneid " is a model of critical acumen and fairness. Mr. Sellar is, 
of course, an avowed admirer of Virgil, but he is no partisan, and we 
were curious to see what he would have to say on a point which to the 
unfriendly critic yields the best point of attack, — the management, in 
a poem avowedly epic, of character ; but Mr. Sellar is absolutely just. 
This was, he admits with perfect candor, the great strength of Homer. 
This is the weakness of Virgil. 

" The Greek language is greatly superior to the Latin in its adaptability to 
natural dialogue. In this respect Cicero's inferiority to Plato, is as marked as 
Virgil's inferiority to Homer." 

Again : — 

"Virgil's imagination is the imagination of the orator rather than of the 
dramatist. It is not a complete and complex man, liable to various moods, 
and standing in various relations to other men, but it is some powerful move- 
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ment of the Ovpos in man, that the oratorical imagination is best fitted to 
express." 

We should hardly know where to find a happier parallel than this 
between Virgil and Milton : — 

" Milton also, like Virgil, reveals the characters of his personages with the 
imaginative power of an orator rather than with that of a dramatist. But he 
possesses another resource in the analytical powers with which he makes his 
chief personage reveal his inmost nature and most secret motive in truthful 
communing with himself. It is through the soliloquies in the 'Paradise 
Lost ' that we can best realize the whole conception of Satan in his ruined 
magnificence, and his lost but not forgotten capacity for happiness and noble- 
ness. The soliloquies of these personages perforin for the epic poet the part 
performed by the elaborate introspection and discussion of motives in modern 
prose fiction." 

Again : — 

" But not only are the media through which Virgil brings his personages 
before us less varied and flexible than those of Homer, but the characters 
themselves are more tamely conceived, and less capable of awakening human 
sympathy. And this is especially true of the character of iEneas as contrasted 
with those of Achilles and of Odysseus. The general conception of jEneas is 
indeed in keeping with the religious idea of the iEneid. He is intended to be 
an embodiment of the courage of an ancient hero, the justice of a paternal 
ruler, the mild humanity of a cultivated man living in an age of advanced 
civilization, the saintliness of the founder of a new religion of peace and pure 
observance, the affection of parent for child, which was one of the strongest 
instincts in the Italian race. A lifelike impersonation of such an ideal would 
have commanded the reverence of all future times. Yet at no time has the 
character of iEneas excited any strong human interest." 

We have selected these passages because they seem to show the 
author's fairness and delicacy of perception at its height. But almost 
any passages selected at random would have done equally well. His 
whole book is a masterpiece. Such a piece of critical writing is hardly 
to be found in English. In French, Sainte-Beuve has something of the 
same delicacy ; but the sense of justice is so frequently replaced in him 
by a keen spirit of malice, that, on the whole, his critical outfit may be 
put down as inferior to that of Mr. Sellar. 



8. — Nicholas Minturn : A Study in a Story. By J. G. Holland. New 
York : Scribner, Armstrong, & Co. 1877. 

Dr. Holland seldom writes a novel without a moral object in view, 
and it is one of his marked characteristics that he loses no opportunity 
of allowing the reader to share the view with him. It appears from the 



